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UNDERWEAR REQUIRED
BROOKSVILLE, Fla. — A Florida

city is cleaning up with a new dress
code that requires city workers to
wear underwear and use deodorant.

The city council in Brooksville
north of Tampa recently approved a

dress code that instructs employees
to observe “strict personal hygiene.”

It also prohibits exposed under-
wear, clothing with foul language,
“sexually provocative” clothes and
piercings anywhere except the ears.

Repeat offenders can be fired.
The city council approved the

dress code 4-1 as part of a wider
effort to update existing policies
and ordinances.

The one vote in opposition came
from Mayor Joe Bernadini. He said
the underwear edict “takes away
freedom of choice.”

The Associated Press

Nation

Art by Lane Knuth, 8,
Doniphan-Trumbull School
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‘Sharing’ doctors
Partnerships enable patients to
see specialists without traveling
long distances.
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Volleyball Classic: Two coaches to be reunited. — Page C1

AMY ROH/Tribune

AAlllliissoonn  FFiittzzkkee,,  1100,,  ppuuttss  mmoonneeyy  aawwaayy  aafftteerr  mmaakkiinngg  aa  ssaallee  aatt  aa  KKooooll--AAiidd  ssttaanndd  aatt  hheerr  hhoouussee  aatt  1144tthh  SSttrreeeett  aanndd  HHeewweetttt  AAvveennuuee  WWeeddnneessddaayy..
MMoonneeyy  mmaaddee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttaanndd  wwiillll  ggoo  ttoowwaarrdd  hheeaalltthh  ccaarree  ccoossttss  ffoorr  ffaammiillyy  ffrriieenndd  TTiiaa  BBiieebbeerr,,  wwhhoo  hhaass  bbrreeaasstt  ccaanncceerr..
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TTiiaa  BBiieebbeerr  aanndd  hheerr  ddaauugghhtteerr  MMaaccyy  RRaammiirreezz--BBiieebbeerr,,  99,,  ssttaanndd
bbeessiiddee  aa  KKooooll--AAiidd  ssttaanndd  aalloonngg  1144tthh  SSttrreeeett  aanndd  HHeewweetttt  AAvveennuuee
WWeeddnneessddaayy..  MMoonneeyy  mmaaddee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttaanndd  wwiillll  ggoo  ttoowwaarrdd  BBiieebbeerr’’ss
mmeeddiiccaall  eexxppeennsseess..
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TThhee  SSoollddiieerr  ((CCaalleebb  NNoorrtthhrroopp))  tthhiinnkkss  aabboouutt  hheeaavv--
eenn  wwhhiillee  ttrraappppeedd  oonn  aa  llaannddmmiinnee  dduurriinngg  rreehheeaarrss--
aall  ffoorr  HHaassttiinnggss  HHiigghh’’ss  oonnee--aacctt  ppllaayy  ““BBoooobbyy  TTrraapp””
WWeeddnneessddaayy  nniigghhtt..  

HHS thespians
head to festival

CHARIS UBBEN
cubben@hastingstribune.com

The Hastings High School theater department
is headed to Lincoln Monday, to participate in the
week-long International Thespian Festival on the
campus of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

It is a rare opportunity, as HHS will be the only
Nebraska high school to perform at the festival,
thanks to a Best of Show ranking it earned with
the one-act play “Booby Trap” at the Nebraska
State Thespian Festival Jan. 10. 

“Booby Trap” is the story of Pete Galen, a sol-
dier who finds himself trapped against an explo-
sive device that will detonate if he moves. The
play flashes backward to snapshots of Galen’s life
before joining the Army, and sometimes forward
to life after that war scene. In HHS’s production,
Galen is a constant on the stage, while supporting
actors stand in a semi-circle behind him and step
in and out to create new scenes. The production
runs for 30 minutes.

About 40 more high schools will perform at the
festival as well, representing almost every state in
the U.S., said HHS theater director Tony Schick.
HHS performs June 26 inside the Johnny Carson
theater.

The rest of the week will be spent attending
auditions and workshops on topics like acting,
dance, directing, movement, musical theater,
playwriting and more.

DRINK STAND BENEFITS
BREAST CANCER PATIENT

CHARIS UBBEN
cubben@hastingstribune.com

A
t the corner of 14th
Street and Hewett
Avenue sits Lil’ Diva’s
Drinks & Treats, a
Kool-Aid stand that

stands out with its sour apple
green, shallow pond blue and
bubble-gum pink paint. 

Proceeds of drink and cookie
sales are split in two directions: to
earn sisters Allison Fitzke, 10, and
Kaylee Fitzke, 8, a pass to the
Aquacourt Water Park, and to
help pay their friend Tia Bieber’s
bills from breast cancer treat-
ments. There’s also a donation jar
to give money directly to Bieber.

“Julie (Fitzke) started it, just
kind of to be a fun little project
and stuff, and then she came to
me saying ‘You know what, Tia,
I’d really like for us to be able to
do some donations and part of the
proceeds to go to you and your
family to help with medical bills,
groceries and all the things that go
along with having cancer,’ ”
Bieber said. “It’s going to be long-
term treatment with chemo.”

The Biebers and the Fitzkes met
about three years ago through the
North Shore Assembly of God
church. They have always support-
ed each other, even before her can-
cer, Bieber said. Bieber and her chil-
dren, Macy Ramirez-Bieber, 9, and
Ivan Ramirez-Bieber, 7, spend lots of
time with the Fitzkes, often cooking
supper together or just having fun.

Kool-Aid 
for a cause

HASTINGS MAN: AURORA
TWISTER ‘JAW-DROPPING’

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com

While storm chasing Wednesday
night, Pete McConnell of Hastings
came within 150 yards of one of the
most impressive tornadoes he’s ever
seen in his time as a professional
storm chaser.

The executive director of the
Crossroads Center followed the
storm from northern Buffalo
County to just west of Aurora,
where the tornado struck the Iams

pet food factory. He said he has been
a storm chaser for five or six years.

“The tornado that was west of
Aurora was very intense. I would
say it was jaw-dropping,” he said.
“It took us by surprise. We weren’t
expecting it.”

McConnell and his storm chas-
ing partner, Jeff Crecelius, also of
Hastings, followed the tornado
along U.S. Highway 34 until it dis-
appeared in the rain. 

“It appeared to miss Aurora from
what we could see, which was for-
tunate,” he said.

McConnell said he and Crecelius
go storm chasing “as often as we’re

able to get out.”
Multiple tornadoes passed just

north of Tribland Wednesday
night, while the southeast corner of
the area experienced some hail
damage from a separate storm in
the morning.

“It was a highly unstable envi-
ronment with a lot of deep-layer
windshear due to strong winds
aloft,” said Jeremy Wesely, meteor-
ologist for the National Weather
Service in Hastings. “That com-
bined with a surface warm front to
produce several large super cells
during the late afternoon and
evening hours.”

Wesely said there were at least
three individual tornadoes
involved.

He said the largest storm began in
Buffalo County, north of Kearney,
and tracked east to north of York. 

Looking ahead, he said there is a
chance of thunderstorms tonight
and Saturday night into Sunday.

Temperatures are expected to be
in the mid-80s Friday and Saturday
and then heat up to around 90,
where they’ll stay until early next
week. 

The storm Wednesday mainly
stayed north of Interstate 80.

28 people to lose
positions at UNL

NATE JENKINS
The Associated Press

LINCOLN — University of Nebraska adminis-
trators plan to eliminate 56 positions at the flag-
ship campus in Lincoln to deal with a budget
shortfall that is also expected to lead to cuts at
other locations within the four-campus system.

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Chancellor
Harvey Perlman announced the cuts Wednesday,
calling them painful but not as deep as those
being made at similar universities across the
country. Twenty-eight people will lose their jobs
under the plan, because many of the positions are
already vacant. Two of the lost jobs are faculty
jobs, and those are among the vacant positions.

The plan must first be approved by an academ-
ic affairs committee, which isn’t expected to con-
sider it until late summer or early fall.

“I don’t think you’ll find any of these reduc-
tions will diminish the quality of education,”
Perlman said.

The Lincoln campus faces a $3.7 million budg-
et shortfall, a little more than 1 percent of its total
budget. The university system as a whole faces an
$8.5 million shortfall.

Tornado surprises storm chasers
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But the last few years have
been painful ones for Bieber
and her children. Cancer keeps
coming back into the fold, first
for her father, who died of it
four years ago, then for her sis-
ter, who died of it last year, and
now for her. Bieber had a bilat-
eral mastectomy May 27 and
will start chemotherapy treat-
ments in Hastings Monday. She
plans to return to work within
the next few weeks, if her body
handles the chemo as well as
doctors have said. 

Bieber is a licensed practical
nurse at the Lanning Center.
She started there in October
2008, and has received incredi-
ble support from her co-work-
ers, she said.

The chemo probably will last
a year. Bieber has a deductible

on her medical insurance,
which will start over before the
treatment is complete, and
then the prices of things like
anti-nausea medication are
high. Her income as a single
parent doesn’t stretch that far,
she said.

“I’m trying not to worry,
because I know my God will
provide, but it’s just a burden,
you know? And people have
been so good and I’m so
blessed to work with the amaz-
ing people I do that have
helped and have provided
meals for me, and Julie coming
up with this idea, you know,”
Bieber said. “So, every little bit
has just really helped, in more
ways than one.

“It scares me, because I want
to survive for my children
without being financially chal-

lenged. It just worries them.”
Julie’s husband and father-in-

law built the Kool-Aid stand in
just two days, a few weeks ago.
Julie painted it with leftover
paint from the “diva room” in
the Fitzkes’ basement, then
added a breast cancer flag and
a giant, wooden cat wearing a
breast cancer ribbon collar, to
attract buyers.

The stand has been open
every afternoon for two weeks
now, and the families intend to
keep it going even into fall, if
the weather stays warm.
Allison, the oldest of the four
children, has been the main-
stay out there. She sits in the
hot sun without complaining,
Bieber said, and recognizes the
customers who return day after
day to drop $5, $10, even $20
in their donation bucket. 

“Basically, just to help her
(Bieber) and her family,”
Allison said of why this stand is
important. “Because they’ve
had two losses of her family
members. So her kids won’t
struggle through what their
mom’s going through, and so
they won’t have to worry
about her dying. And so we
can help them when they need
help.”

They sell cookies and two fla-
vors of Kool-Aid, plus lemon-
ade, every day. The stand usu-
ally opens between 2-3 p.m.
and closes between 5-8 p.m.

Donations for Bieber’s med-
ical expenses can also be made
at Heritage Bank by mention-
ing “Tia’s Medical Account.”

Students will see professional
productions of “All Shook Up,”
“Beauty and the Beast” and “The
Wedding Singer,” among others.
They’ll also meet the Broadway
director of “Wicked” as one of
the festival’s main speakers.

Schick said his students
attend a smaller workshop at
Doane College every year, along
with the State Thespian Festival,
but nothing like this.

“This is kind of a rare oppor-
tunity for the kids,” he said.
“While the kids are there, they
get a chance to not just see all
these shows, they get a chance
to take workshops with profes-
sionals in the theater communi-
ty, they get to attend scholar-
ship auditions, college audi-
tions and things like that.”

Schick is taking 19 students

and one chaperone to the festi-
val. They’ll leave Monday and
return June 28. In total, the cost

is about $13,000.
“The money side’s a big thing,”

Schick said. “The district covered

it for now, but we really are des-
perately needing some money to
be able to offset. Otherwise, we’re
going to have very limited
resources this upcoming year, and
that’s something we obviously
don’t want to have happen. We
need to support our program.”

Students have already gath-
ered some financial sponsors for
the festival and are looking for
more. Anyone who acts as a
financial sponsor will receive free
tickets to the school’s 2009-2010
productions, Schick said, as a
token of thanks and recognition.

HHS is offering a showing of
“Booby Trap” to the public
Friday at 7:30 p.m. at the high
school theater, 1100 W. 14th St.
Free will donations will be
accepted at the performance to
defray the cost of attending
next week’s festival.
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ERIKA SHEA/Tribune
TThhee  PPrrooffeessssoorr  ((WWhhiittnneeyy  NNeellssoonn))  ddeessccrriibbeess  ttrreeeess  wwhhiillee  TThhee
SSoollddiieerr  ffllaasshhbbaacckkss  ttoo  sscchhooooll  dduurriinngg  rreehheeaarrssaall  ffoorr  ““BBoooobbyy  TTrraapp””
aatt  HHaassttiinnggss  HHiigghh  WWeeddnneessddaayy  nniigghhtt..
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““BBoooobbyy  TTrraapp””  WWeeddnneessddaayy  nniigghhtt  aatt  HHaassttiinnggss  HHiigghh..

Continued from page A1

Unlike in some other states,
the shortfall in the Nebraska
system is caused by higher
spending on salaries, benefits,
financial aid and key academic
and research areas, not because
of less funding from the state.
Overall, spending at University
of Nebraska campuses will
increase about 2.4 percent, and
the system received a 1.5 per-
cent increase in funding from
lawmakers and Gov. Dave
Heineman.

Tuition for undergraduates at
the Lincoln, Omaha and
Kearney campuses will rise 4
percent, the smallest increase in
more than a decade.

Perlman said the job cuts at
UNL were targeted at programs
on the “periphery” of the uni-
versity. In some cases, he said,
those programs can make up
the money elsewhere, such as
through fundraising.

“We know what our priorities
are and we’re not going to stray
from them,” he said.

UNL: 28 to lose jobs

AMY ROH/Tribune
AAlllliissoonn  FFiittzzkkee,,  1100,,  hhaannddss  lleemmoonnaaddee  ttoo  ccuussttoommeerr  EErriicc  SScchhmmiittzz  aatt
aa  KKooooll--AAiidd  ssttaanndd  sseett  uupp  aatt  hheerr  hhoouussee  ttoo  bbeenneeffiitt  TTiiaa  BBiieebbeerr
WWeeddnneessddaayy..

HHS: Thespians headed to international festival

Kool-Aid: Drink stand benefits friend with breast cancer

Casey Nuss, Giltner Village
Board chairman, said his town
lost power for a few hours
Wednesday night. He said that
was mainly because some lines
at the Iams plant had gone
down, affecting transmission.

Lightning there did suspend
some softball games, Nuss said,
but Giltner didn’t receive much
wind or rain. 

“We were just lucky,” he said. 
A news release from the

Southern Power District stated
this morning that, with a few
isolated exceptions, power has
been restored to most cus-
tomers affected by tornadoes
Wednesday. However, crews
will be working today to repair
damages to poles in Hamilton
County, amounting to about
two miles of distribution and
subtransmission line.

Southern Power recommends
avoiding areas affected by tor-
nadoes. Downed power lines
can be energized. 

Thayer County Emergency
Manager Dan Jantzen said
Chester received tennis ball-
and golf ball-size hail during a

storm that began around 11
a.m. Wednesday.

“They said there was really no
wind there, so it was coming
straight down,” he said. “Some
windshields were broken and
some hoods were dented.”

According to the Nebraska
Rainfall Assessment and
Information Network, .34 inch
of rain was reported northeast
of Chester.  

Hubbell, just east of Chester,
received some hail, but it was
small. Jantzen said Byron, just
west of Chester, received even
less.

Despite the size of the hail
stones, Jantzen said effects of
the storm weren’t too apparent.

“I went through there this
morning, there really wasn’t
anything visible,” he said. “The
crops didn’t look like they were
hit hard. I don’t know how
thick and heavy it was.”

The hail damaged what it hit,
but without much wind the
impact was limited.

“When you have hail with
high winds it shreds things and
cuts them off,” he said. 

Tornado: Storm
chasers come
close to twister
Continued from page A1
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DAVID ESPO
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A former
campaign aide to Sen. John
Ensign confirmed her involve-
ment Wednesday in an extra-
marital affair with the conserva-
tive Republican, lamented his
decision to “air this very person-
al matter” and said she eventu-
ally would tell her side of the
story.

An attorney for Cindy
Hampton and her husband,
Doug, issued a statement on
their behalf as Ensign phoned
in his resignation as a member
of the Senate GOP leadership.
The senator’s aides refused to
return phone calls seeking addi-
tional details about a dalliance
that pushed the 51-year-old
Nevada lawmaker’s political
career to the brink of disaster.

An Associated Press review of
federal records showed Cynthia
Hampton, 46, received a pro-
motion and a pay raise around
the time of the affair at one
political entity controlled by
Ensign and a pay raise at a sec-
ond. Her husband was an
employee in Ensign’s Senate
office.

Ensign told a hastily arranged
news briefing on Tuesday he

had an extramarital affair with a
woman on his campaign pay-
roll, and it lasted several
months, ending last August.

The disclosure resurrected
questions about a two-week
period in 2002, when Ensign
abruptly dropped from public
view. A person familiar with
that episode, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity because of
the sensitivity of the matter,
said Tuesday the senator told a
close associate the absence fol-
lowed an earlier affair.

In Las Vegas on Wednesday,
lawyer Daniel Albregts issued a
statement that said “Doug and
Cindy Hampton can confirm
that they are the individuals ref-
erenced by Senator Ensign dur-
ing his press conference.”

“It is unfortunate the senator
chose to air this very personal
matter, especially after the
Hamptons did everything possi-
ble to keep this matter private,”
the lawyer said. “It is equally
unfortunate that he did so with-
out concern for the effect such
an announcement would have
on the Hampton family. In time
the Hamptons will be ready and
willing to tell their side of the
story.”

The lawyer declined to

answer questions.
Ensign spokesman Tory

Mazzola said late Wednesday
that the senator learned before
the Tuesday news briefing that
Doug Hampton had contacted a
television news organization.
Mazzola disputed the Hamptons’
claim that they had planned to
keep the affair private.

Albregts did not respond to a
call placed to his office after
hours Wednesday.

Ensign, in his second term,
has said he intends to remain in
the Senate.

He offered to resign as head of
the Republican Policy
Committee in a midday phone
call with Sen. Mitch
McConnell, the party leader.

“He’s accepted responsibility
for his actions and apologized
to his family and constituents.
He offered, and I accepted, his
resignation as chairman of the
Policy Committee,” said
McConnell, R-Ky.

Ensign is a member of the
Christian ministry Promise
Keepers and has championed
causes pushed by the GOP’s
conservative religious base
while seeking to raise his politi-
cal profile for a possible presi-
dential campaign.

Ensign resigns from GOP leadership
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